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U S. CHARGES FOUR I N EXTENSI VE
| NTERNATI ONAL ALI EN SMUGGELI NG OPERATI ON

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, and SALVATORE DALESSANDRO, the
Acting Special Agent in Charge of the New York Ofice of U S
| mm gration and Custons Enforcenent, announced that N RANJAN MAAN
SINGH, al so known as “Jit Narinder Singh,” and RAMESH PATEL, who
are alleged to have been | eaders of an extensive international
al i en smuggling operation, were brought to New York |ast night to
face crimnal charges. After being deported from Venezuel a, the
pair were arrested in Mam, Florida, pursuant to warrants issued
by a Magi strate Judge in the Southern District of New York.

A grand jury in the Southern District of New York has
i ndi cted SINGH, PATEL, and two other defendants —SUN L
KEWALRAMANI and GURDI AL SI NGH PEGANY —for conspiring to snmuggl e
aliens into the United States for comrercial gain and financi al
advant age. According to court docunents, United States
I mm gration and Custons Enforcenent (“1CE’) agents in New York
and in the Dom ni can Republic have been investigating the alleged

al i en smuggling operation of SINGH PATEL, KEWALRAMANI, and



PEGANY si nce 2003.

I n about Novenber 2004, SINGH a resident of Venezuel a,
al l egedly spoke by tel ephone on several occasions with an
under cover | CE agent (the “UC’) about SINGH s snuggling
operation, calls that the UC recorded. During one such call
SI NGH advi sed the UC that he was in the process of obtaining
Venezuel an passports for snuggl ees because hol ders of Venezuel an
passports are not required to possess a visa in order to enter
the Dom nican Republic, it was charged. |In another conversation,
SINGH al | egedly di scussed the various costs of smuggling his
aliens into the United States.

It is alleged that SINGH subsequently sent two
smuggl ees into the Dom nican Republic in about January 2005.
Fromthere, the aliens were transported by ferry boat to Puerto
Ri co, where they subsequently took a commercial flight to John F.
Kennedy International Airport in New York City (“JFK Airport”),
according to the charges.

Simlarly, ICE agents acting in an undercover capacity
all egedly | earned that PATEL, a resident of Curacao, in the Dutch
Antilles, had gathered in Curacao foreign nationals fromvarious
other countries for snmuggling into the United States. SUNL
KEWALRAMANI , anot her resident of, and the owner of a business in,
Curacao, allegedly aided PATEL by supplying himw th fal se
“invitation letters” —letters stating that PATEL's snuggl ees
were being enpl oyed by KEWALRAMANI ' s business —in order to get

t he smuggl ees into Curacao. From Curacao, the snuggl ees nade
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their way to the Dom nican Republic, where they stayed until
final arrangenents for their transportation into the United
States could be nade. Between February 2004 and January 2005,
PATEL used the Dom nican Republic as a staging area for sending
10 snmugglees into the United States, it was charged. The first
eight allegedly flew directly fromthe Dom ni can Republic into
JFK Airport, while the last two were allegedly transported from
the Dom nican Republic to Puerto Rico via ferry boat and then
flowmn to JFK Airport. The forth defendant, GURDI AL SI NGH PEGANY,
a citizen of the United States and a resident of California,
supplied funds to pay for the smuggl ees’ transport and for their
food and | odging during this process, according to the charges.

SI NGH and PATEL were schedul ed to be arraigned today
before United States Magistrate Judge HENRY B. PI TMAN
KEWALRAMANI was arrai gned previously. PEGANY was arrested in
California and is awaiting transportation by the United States
Marshal s Service to New York. Their case has been assigned to
United States District Judge SHI RA A SCHEI NDLIN. The defendants
have been remanded to jail pending trial.

I f convicted, each of the defendants faces a m ni num
sentence of 3 years and a maxi mum sentence of 10 years in prison
Wi t hout the possibility of parole.

M . KELLEY praised ICE and its agents in both New York

and in the Dom nican Republic for their investigation of this
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matter. M. KELLEY al so thanked the Venezuelan Mlitary
Intelligence Directorate for its assistance in the arrests of
SI NGH and PATEL.

Assi stant United States Attorneys ROBIN LI NSEMAYER and
WS. WLSON LEUNG are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and each defendant is presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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